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Key Stage 5, IB Diploma (Ages 16-18)

Home — Learning — Secondary —Key Stage 5 (IB Diploma)


St. Julian’s was the first school in Portugal to offer the IB Diploma Programme in 1986.  Since then, our programme has developed significantly and we now have over eighty students in each year of the two-year programme.
The IB approaches to teaching and learning underpin the St Julian’s pedagogy and our approaches to learning through our 10 St Julian’s Learning Essentials.

St. Julian’s is proud of the achievement of its students and their record of entrance to some of the best universities in the world. Almost 100% go on to attend universities in the United Kingdom, Portugal and other countries in Europe, Canada and the United States. The school has been able to obtain excellent university and college placements for students by both maximising their potential and through a thorough knowledge of university entrance systems. 
Collaborative and independent learning is fostered through a variety of group activities relevant to the subject and context.

All subjects are taught by qualified, IB-trained and experienced staff. The size of teaching groups is kept small, thus enabling high-quality student-teacher relationships and more individual attention. Students enjoy a safe and stimulating environment which encourages them to take risks in their own learning, an important attribute of the IB Learner Profile.

Entry Requirements
Students wishing to take the IB programme at St Julian’s must meet the minimum entry requirements - six grade C’s at IGCSE or the equivalent. However, some subjects will require at least B or A/A* to study at Higher Level.  All students undertake the full IB Diploma programme and take their final IB examinations in the May session.

Subjects

Core Subjects 
The start of the IB Diploma course begins in Year 12 with a very successful and exciting five-day trip to Granada where students are inducted into key aspects of ToK (Theory of Knowledge), CAS (Creativity, Activity, Service) and the IB Learner Profile, and learn the importance of becoming independent, inquiring, responsible learners and global citizens.
Throughout the two-year course, students participate in a wide range of activities in the school’s CAS programme. These activities include sports, art, drama and music sessions, among others. Voluntary service is carried out in a range of centres in the community, many of which the school has had links with for many years. Experiential learning plays a key role in community service.
Students are introduced to the Extended Essay (EE) in the second term of Year 12. They are guided through the process by the EE Co-ordinator and each student has an essay supervisor, a subject specialist, who monitors and advises the student on a regular basis.



Subjects Offered 
Group 1:  Studies in Language and Literature
	Literature: English/Portuguese (HL/SL)
	Language and Literature: English/Portuguese/Spanish/Chinese (HL/SL)
	Literature and Performance (English only, SL)


Group 2: Language Acquisition
	English B (HL/SL)
	French B (HL/SL)
	German B (HL/SL)
	Portuguese B (HL/SL)
	Spanish B (HL/SL)
	Spanish ab initio (SL)


Group 3: Individuals and Societies
	Business Management (HL/SL )
	Economics (HL/SL)
	Environmental Systems and Societies (SL)
	Geography (HL/SL)
	History (HL/SL)
	Information Technology in a Global Society (HL/SL)


Group 4:Experimental Sciences
	Biology (HL/SL)
	Chemistry (HL/SL)
	Computer Science (HL/SL)
	Design Technology (HL/SL)
	Environmental Systems and Societies (SL)
	Physics (HL/SL)
	Sports, Exercise and Health Science (HL/SL)


Group 5: Mathematics
	Mathematics: Analysis and approaches (HL / SL)
	Mathematics: Applications and Interpretation (SL)


Group 6: The Arts (Electives)
	Film (HL/SL)
	Music (HL/SL)
	Theatre (HL/SL)
	Visual Arts (HL/SL)


*HL = Higher level, SL = Standard level





Extra-curricular Activities and Trips
Students are given the opportunity to take part in a range of trips and educational visits both within Portugal and abroad. These include MUN conferences, Theatre trips, Duke of Edinburgh Expeditions (Gold, Silver), Ski trips, visits to local art galleries and museums, to name but a few. 
Various sports leagues provide for competitions between the international schools in Portugal and abroad. These include football, basketball, volleyball, athletics, cross-country etc.  Students can also take part in the Literary or Debating clubs as well as many other House events e.g. House plays, talent shows etc.
The Students’ Council and the School Prefect system offer IB students the opportunity to take on leadership roles within the school.
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