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Introduction  
 
This booklet contains all of the information you need to make the most of your 
opportunity to choose the programme you will study at St Julian's next year.  The last 
page contains a list of people you may want to talk to if you have any doubts about the 
process of choosing your options.  If you are not sure about a particular subject then 
you must ask the advice of the specialists who teach it. 
 
The General Information  section gives you an overview of the curriculum and the 
selection process for 2009/10.  It includes advice to help you choose subjects 
sensibly, but it is not exhaustive, and you may wish to look up information in the 
Careers Library. 
 
The main part of the booklet introduces you to the core subjects  and the options .  
You should know that some of the option subjects may not be available if numbers are 
very low and that, depending upon the choices that Year 9 make as a group, subjects 
will be placed in an option menu (ie. timetabled together) so there may be some 
conflict between what you want to do and what is available. Do remember that we are 
trying hard not  to limit your choices but some clashes are inevitable. 
 
Remember to make your choices based on what is right for YOU, not what your 
friends have selected.  Discuss your options carefully with your parents, your form 
tutor and any of the staff listed in the "Over to You" part on the last page.  This is your 
opportunity to start to shape your future and the first step is to read this booklet 
carefully. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Remember too Mrs Sousa e Sá’s advice about decisions (careers or otherwise): 
 
 1. Get all the facts 
 
 2. Take advice where possible BUT 
 
 3. Make the decision yourself 
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General Information : Transition to Years 10 and 11  
 
Core Subjects:  
You will study the following Core subjects: 

·  English Language  
·  English Literature  
·  Mathematics 
·  Coordinated Science (Double or Triple Award)  
·  Portuguese or French   
·  Physical Education  (non examination) 
·  Personal, Social & Religious Education  (non examination) 

 
History  

 
Choose 1  

Geography 
 

Business Studies 
Options:  
To ensure breadth and balance in the (I)GCSE Programme, choose two  other 
subjects from the list of eleven.   
 
Business Studies    
   
Geography   Social Sciences 
   
History    
   
   
Art    
   
Design & Technology    
   
Drama   
   
Information & Communication Technology   Creative Aesthetics 
   
Music    
   
Physical Education    
   
Further Pure Mathematics   Mathematics 
   
   
French   Language 
 
 

   }  or English as a Second Language 
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Timetable of Events  

 
 
 
9th  March    Effort and Achievement Grades to Parents  

 
 
18th February   Year 9 (I)GCSE Information Evening for Parents and  

Students  7pm: 
·  Information package 
·  Presentation of options process 
·  Subjects represented around Hall to answer subject 

specific questions 
·  Pre-registration forms out to students 

 
   

4th March   Deadline for Pre-registration forms    
      

13th March   Subject Options Selection Form out to students  
(if required)  

 
30th  March   Deadline for Options Selection Form (if required) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
How to Choose Subjects How to HOW TO CHOOSE CTS 
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In choosing your option subjects keep in mind both your ability and interest in 
particular subjects.  The following diagram emphasises the main points you should be 
considering: 
 
 

 Do you have a particular 
career in mind? 

Find out the requirements or preferred 
subjects for your chosen career 

 
Choose the subjects that you 

enjoy the most 

Do you both enjoy and have ability in 
these subjects (or most of them) 

No 
Think again 

Final Check 
 

1. Have my choices closed any careers which I might later take an interest in? 
- check with the literature in the library and with Mrs Sousa e Sá.  

 
2. Have I talked over my ideas with my parents, form tutor and subject staff? 

- you should, but because another point-of-view is always useful. 
 

3. Are my choices over-influenced by close friends, parental pressure or because I 
strongly like/dislike a particular subject teacher? 
- especially in our type of school, friends and teachers come and go often and your 
parents have to let you decide for yourself sooner or later. 

 

Yes 
(Lucky you!) 

Yes No 
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Core Subjects  
 

This section introduces you to the programme for Years 10 and 11 which you must 

take (the core ).  As you will have seen on page 4, while you must choose a Social 

Science (either Business Studies, History or Geography) as a core subject, these 

subjects, along with French, are also available in the options. 

 

For these subjects you will sit the appropriate GCSE or IGCSE examination(s).  

However, education is not only about subjects and examinations so you will also 

continue to take Physical Education (PE) and Personal, Social & Religious Education 

(PSRE) as part of the core. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Word About Examinations  
 
GCSE (General Certificate of Secondary Education) is a UK national examination. 

The grades range from A* for the very top then A down to G.  If you are considering 

entering onto the (IB) International Baccalaurete Diploma course, followed by further 

education at university or college, you should aim to achieve grades between A*  

and C for 6 subjects , including those relevant to the course you want to follow.  

Some GCSE examinations offer tiers of entry at core (typically grades C - G) and 

extended (A*, A and B) levels.  Your subject teacher will give you more information 

about this.  Some of the School's departments will follow an IGCSE (International 

GCSE) syllabus which has been designed specially for students at Overseas Schools 

like ours. 
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English Language and Literature    
 

English Language - Edexcel 1204  
English Literature - Edexcel 1213    

 
 
The objectives of the Language syllabus are to develop:   
(a) your understanding of the spoken word and the capacity to express yourself 

effectively in speaking and listening activities; 
 

(b) 
 
(c) 

your ability to read and respond critically to all types of writing - literary, factual, 
media, etc. 
your capacity to express yourself fluently and effectively in writing. 

 
 
 

 
The Literature syllabus will provide you with the opportunity to explore your literary 
interests and to develop them through: 

  

(a) the ability to read, understand and respond sensitively to all types of literary text;  
(b) appreciation of how authors achieve their effects;  
(c) awareness of personal, social, historical and cultural significance in the study and 

interpretation of literature. 
 

 
 
Because Language and Literature are inseparable, you will learn (in both areas) how 
to construct and convey meaning in written and spoken language, using correct 
grammar and standard English when appropriate, and matching style to audience and 
purpose. 
 
You will be introduced to a wide range of plays, poems and novels and a range of 
experiences with role-play, drama, film and video, debate and individual talks.  The 
literary texts you study will follow a range of themes eg. adult/youth relationships, 
social issues, war, love etc. 
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Assessment : You will be assessed through two coursework folders (consisting of 
written and oral assignments) and external examinations.  
 
English coursework: worth 40% of final mark -  Oral 20% (three tasks) 
                                                                          - Written 20% (three tasks) 
 
English Literature coursework: worth 30% of final mark (three tasks). 
 
English Examination: 2 papers (each worth 30%) worth 60% 
 
English Literature Examination: 1 paper worth 70% 
 
 Your enjoyment will be rewarded with possibly two  GCSE certificates. 
 
 
This course will excite and challenge you, give you access to great literature and new 
ways of thinking, and make you an interesting and informed person. 
 
 
 

Career Opportunities  
 

English is the international language of communication in the arts, 
science and technology, business and politics. A sound knowledge 

of  the language will help you in whatever you do, whether you attend university 
in English-speaking countries, Portugal or anywhere else in the world 

 
 

ENGLISH the passport  to the World in the 21st Century 
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English as a Second Language – Cambridge 0501 
  
English as a Second Language is offered as an alternative for students who have 
been educated in English for a relatively short period. The syllabus develops the ability 
to use English effectively in a variety of contexts and equips the students with broader 
skills. These include selecting and analysing material, summarising and note taking, 
narrative, descriptive, personal and review writing, presenting arguments, giving 
advice and opinions. It aims to: 
 
·  Develop the ability to use English effectively for the purpose of practical 

communication 
·  Form a sound base for the skills for further study or employment using English as 

the medium 
·  Develop an awareness of the nature of language and language-learning skills, 

along with skills of a more general application 
·  Promote students’ personal development 
 
What about the IB?  
Students who succeed in IGCSE ESL can study English as Language B at Higher or 
Standard level. They may also be able to choose English A2 depending on the IGCSE 
grade achieved. The certificate is widely recognised by universities at which courses are 
studied in English. 

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

��������	�
�������

�
����
��� �
 

English – the key to the world 
 
 
 
 

 

Examinations 
Each student sits two papers, on which the grade is  assessed.  
Core level: Grades C to G awarded 
Paper 1: Reading and Writing (1 h 30 min) 
Paper 3: Listening (30-40 mins) 
 
Extended level: Grades A* to E awarded 
Paper 2: Reading and Writing (2 hours) 
Paper 4: Listening (45 mins) 
 
In addition, there is an oral exam for which the gr ade awarded is  
endorsed on the certificate. 
Paper 5: Speaking (10 -12 mins approx)�
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Mathematics  – Edexcel  4400 
 
Key Stage 4 (Years 10 & 11) 
In addition to covering the major areas of Number and Algebra, Shape, Space and 
Measure and Data Handling the IGCSE course at Key Stage 4 covers additional 
topics in Differentiation, Function and Sets. It provides a sound basis for Mathematics 
at IB level.  
 
There are two tiers of entry; a Higher Tier covering grades A* - D and a Foundation 
Tier covering grades C – G. There are currently four sets in year 10 with students 
being placed according to their individual needs. �
�
Assessment 

 Two calculator papers each two hours long. 
�
�
 
Calculators 
 
Calculators are mandatory for the IGCSE course. We strongly recommend that 
students acquire and familiarise themselves with a graphical calculator as such 
equipment is now obligatory for all IB Mathematics courses. All members of the 
department are familiar with and make use of in the classroom, the TEXAS TI-84 Plus 
or TEXAS TI-84 Plus Silver Edition calculators, and as a result we advise students to 
purchase one of these models. For information please contact anyone in the 
Mathematics Department. 
 
 
Whilst the aim of the teachers is obviously to help students achieve their full potential 
in the subject, we hope that through working co-operatively, independently, practically 
and investigationally they will acquire a firm foundation for further study and develop a 
positive attitude towards the subject; that they will learn to think and communicate 
mathematically - with precision, logic and creativity - appreciating the place and use of 
mathematics in society and applying the concepts to situations arising in their own 
lives, and to enjoy it! To reinforce this idea we encourage students to participate in the 
Maths Challenges held every year and organised by the United Kingdom Mathematics 
Trust. 
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Portuguese  
 
1.  Portuguese First Language / Extended Level – Cambridge 0504 
 
2.  Portuguese Foreign Language / Extended Level ) 
3.  Portuguese Foreign Language / Core Level         )                                     
 
The IGCSE courses in Portuguese  are a logical continuation of the work developed in 
the various groups, prior to Year 10. 
 
 
Portuguese – First Language 
Up to the end of Year 10 the students follow and complete the Official Portuguese 
Curriculum. 
(Students studying Portuguese as a First Language would be expected to attain a 
level of competence, which would enable them to integrate fully in a Portuguese 
school) 
 
In Year 11 students are prepared to sit the IGCSE First Language Extended 
Level Examination. However, if students do not attain at least a grade C in 
the trial examinations in January they are encouraged to follow the IGCSE 
Foreign Language Syllabus and sit the Foreign Language Extended Level 
examination at the end of Year 11. 
 
Portuguese - Foreign Language / Extended Level 
Year 10 and Year 11 students follow the IGCSE Portuguese Foreign Language 
syllabus and sit the IGCSE Foreign Language / Extended Level examination. 
Students studying Portuguese at this level are typically expected to:  

·  develop the ability to use the language effectively for practical communication 
purposes. 

·  gain a sound foundation in language skills and be adequately prepared for 
further education. 

·  have an insight into Portuguese culture to be able to function in a Portuguese 
environment.   

 
Portuguese – Foreign Language / Core level  
Year 10 and Year 11 students who have studied Portuguese only for one or 
two years (prior to Year 10) and who might not have achieved the necessary 
competence to sit the Extended level exam, will be prepared for the IGCSE – 
Foreign language / Core level exam. 
 
 
 
 
 

Cambridge 0540 
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Assessment  
 
Portuguese – First Language  
Year 10 - Continuous assessment of both oral and written work throughout the year, 
culminating in an internally moderated examination based on the official Portuguese 
Syllabus (i.e. 9º Ano do Ensino Básico).    
Year 11 - Externally assessed examination comprising: 

Paper 1 - Reading (60%) 
Paper 2 – Continuous writing (40%)  

 
 
Portuguese – Foreign Language /  Extended Level  
Year 10 - Continuous assessment of both oral and written work throughout the year 
culminating in an internally moderated examination based on the IGCSE Foreign 
Language / Extended Level syllabus. 
Year 11 - Externally assessed examination comprising: 
 Paper 2 – Reading and direct writing (35%) 
 Paper 3 – Speaking (30%) 
 Paper 4 – Continuous writing (35%) 
 
Portuguese – Foreign Language /  Core Level  
Year 10 - Continuous assessment of both oral and written work throughout the year 
culminating in an internally moderated examination based on the IGCSE Foreign 
Language  / Core Level syllabus. 
Year 11 - Externally assessed examination comprising: 

Paper 2 - Reading and directed writing (54%) 
Paper 3 – Speaking (46%) 
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Double and Triple Award Science – Edexcel  Double Award 4437 
         Biology 4325 
         Chemistry 4335 
         Physics 4420 
 
All students will study all three sciences. The majority of students will be following the 
dual award programme in which all students are taught the three sciences in the time 
allocated to two GCSE courses, an overall double grade is given at the end of the 
course. A group of more able students will be working in a faster paced group that will 
follow the triple award programme that leads to a GCSE grade in each science. The 
topics that are covered are similar to those of the dual award but studied in greater 
depth. This course is particularly suited to those students planning to follow higher IB 
science courses. Entrance to this course is based on achievement and work habits in 
Yr.9 as triple award students cover more material but in the same number of lessons 
as the dual award students. 
 
 
 

IGCSE SCIENCE 
 
The main aims  of the science courses are: 

a) to stimulate your curiosity and enjoyment in science 
b) to provide a good foundation in science whether you intend to follow science 

courses in the future or not 
c) to provide a good preparation for the IB science courses or their equivalent 
d) to encourage you to see that science is a co-operative activity with many 

influences on society; for example in the economy, in ethical choices and in the 
environment 

 
What you will study  
For each of the three subjects, you will be taught by subject specialists throughout the 
course. The topics you will study are shown below. 
 

Biology Chemistry Physics 
Nature and variety of living 
organisms 
 
Structures and functions in living 
organisms 
 
Reproduction and inheritance 

Ecology and the environment 

Use of biological resources 

Principles of chemistry 

Chemistry of the elements 

Organic chemistry 

Physical chemistry 

Chemistry in society 

Forces and motion 

Electricity and electromagnetism 

Waves 

Energy resources and energy transfer 

Solids, liquids and gases 

Radioactivity and particles 
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Assessment   
 
This is carried out through periodic end of topic tests and continuous laboratory 
observation of general performance and skills. There are also written examinations in 
the summer term of Year 10, trial IGCSE exams in January of Year 11 and the final 
exams in June of Year 11.  There is no coursework component. 
 
 
Careers   
 
Science is a very good preparation for a wide variety of careers both within the fields 
of science and in other areas. Possible science based careers can be in the fields of 
Health, the Environment, Engineering, Manufacturing, Food Science, Research and 
Education. Some of the other areas where knowledge and experience of science can 
be useful include: Journalism, Law, Design, Marketing and Management. 
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Physical Education  
 
 
In Years 10 and 11 Physical Education remains compulsory for all pupils. 
 
The programme is an extension of the work covered in the earlier years with Hockey, 
Basketball, Soccer and Volleyball being the major games. 
 
In the second term Athletics in the form of Cross-country and Track and Field events 
remains an important aspect of the Physical Education programme.  In the Summer 
term lessons are largely given over to the teaching of Tennis and Softball. 
 
Physical Education can also be taken as a GCSE subject and more information on this 

is given later in this booklet 
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Personal, Social & Religious Education (PSRE)  
 
St Julian's School aims to prepare young people in self-knowledge, self-awareness 
and self-confidence to manage their complex and changing world.  The time allocated 
provides opportunity, without examination constraints, for the student to be actively 
involved in their own personal development and assessment, to understand 
themselves and their feelings, their relationships with others and their place in and 
contribution to a wider community. 
The programme also includes further development in research, written and oral skills. 
 
 
As much as possible is covered from the following study areas: 
 

YEAR 10 YEAR 11 
A drug awareness programme, looking at the effects 
and consequences, also linking in with personal 
relationships and contraception 
Citizenship and Identity. 
Moral Life: The development of our moral 
conscience; early influences in childhood; the  
family structure. 
Human Rights 

Sexually Transmitted Infections and the growing 
concern about the increase of many of these diseases.  
We also look at and clarify information on  
HIV / AIDS. 
Citizenship. In particular the question of identity, 
poverty and Europe’s relationship with Africa. 
Moral and Ethics in life in general, including Science 
and Genetic Engineering. 
Ethics and Religion: Where to draw the line.  
Projects are prepared and discussed namely on Drugs 
smuggling; Capital Punishment; Family structure; 
Natural Disasters. 

 
Pupils should be able to: 
 
Explore attitudes and beliefs, affirm values and stand points, set short, medium and 
long-term goals.  
Develop skills, such as communication, decision-making, problem solving and study 
skills, which will enable them to take responsibility for themselves. 
 
The Tutors, Heads of Year, Head of Pastoral and the Head of RE, assisted by the 
School Nurses and the Careers staff, will teach these programmes.  
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Business Studies – Cambridge 0450 
 
 From September 2009, students will be studying the Cambridge IGCSE course. The 
aims are to enable students to: 

1. make effective use of relevant terminology, concepts and methods and 
recognise the strengths and limitations of the ideas used; 

2. apply their knowledge and critical understanding to current issues and 
problems in a wide range of appropriate contexts; 

3. distinguish between facts and opinions, and evaluate qualitative and 
quantitative data in order to help build arguments and make informed 
judgements; 

4. appreciate the perspectives of a range of stakeholders in relation to the 
environment, individuals, society, government and enterprise; 

5. develop knowledge and understanding of the major groups and organisations 
within and outside business and consider ways in which they are able to 
influence objectives, decisions and activities; 

6. develop knowledge and understanding of how the main types of business and 
commercial institutions are organised, financed and operated and how their 
relations with other organisations, consumers, employees, owners and society 
are regulated; 

7. develop skills of numeracy, literacy, enquiry, selection and employment of 
relevant sources of information, presentation and interpretation; 

8. develop an awareness of the nature and significance of innovation and change 
within the context of business activities. 

                                                                                
The Cambridge IGCSE course is examined by 2 papers of 1¾ hours.   
Paper 1 contains short-answer questions and structured/data response questions. 
In paper 2, candidates will be presented with a business situation or problem, and 
required to answer questions arising from it. 
Students are also required to complete 1 piece of coursework, of about 3000 words, 
investigating aspects of businesses of their choice.   
 
This course is particularly appropriate for students wishing to pursue a career in 
business: marketing, human resource planning, accounting, management, covering as 
it does a range of appropriate skills.  Although not an essential pre-requisite, it 
provides a background of information and skills appropriate to students going on to 
follow either Economics or the Business and Management courses within the IB 
programme. 
 
Further information about Business Studies IGCSE courses can be found on the 
department’s website, www.stjulians.com/ecbst 
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Geography – Cambridge 0460 
�
What is Geography? 
·  Geography is the integrated study of the earth's places, peoples and 

environments.  
·  Geographical knowledge and understanding is the basis for informed concern 

about the world we live in.  
·  The understanding of the relationship between people and the environment lies at 

the heart of Geography.  
·  It is essential to the understanding and management of the world today. 
�
Geographical Skills 
·  Geography is a very special subject because it offers a unique combination of 

skills: interpretating data in a variety of forms; evaluating arguments, solving 
problems, making decisions.  

·  Geographers can also produce and present research reports on a range of 
contemporary issues. 

 
Geography and Careers 
·  Employers rarely need specialists: They need bright, committed, inquisitive and 

determined individuals with the ability to draw on what is happening around them. 
·  Employment opportunities where your geographical skills will be particularly valued 

include:  
Journalism and the Media   Development or Aid agencies 
Environmental Management   Business Administration 
Engineering     Marketing and Finance 
Tourism and Recreation   Law 

 
Course Content and Assessment 

Theme Summary Detail 
�  Population and Settlement Population distribution, growth and movement.  

Settlement types; urban land use and problems. 
�  The Natural Environment Structure of the earth, landforms and processes.  

Weather, climate and natural vegetation.  
Environmental hazards and opportunities. 

�  Economic Development and 
the Resource Utilisation 

Agriculture; industry; energy; water supply; tourism.  
Resource conservation and management. 

 
Exam  
Paper 1 

45% Tests knowledge / understanding / ability to analyse / make 
judgements. Structured data response questions on 3 main 
themes. 

Exam 
Paper 2 

27.5% Almost entirely skills-based. Tests ability to interpret and analyse 
topographical maps, and other types of graphical display. 

Coursework 27.5% Two fieldwork assignments, with data collection organised by the 
school and reports of 1000 words produced by the students. 
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History – Cambridge 0470 
�
This is a stimulating and challenging course in twentieth-century WORLD HISTORY. It 
is based on the study of International Relations Since 1919, combined with in-depth 
studies of Germany 1918-1945 and an in-depth study of a special topic based on 
source material. 
 
History is an important study for students wishing to study Law, Philosophy, 
Economics, Geography, Sociology, Politics, History or Archaeology at University. It 
creates individuals with the ability to think critically about the world they live in.  
 
The course teaches students to think and argue clearly, coherently and logically, and 
to present their ideas and arguments fluently. The course takes an international 
perspective on modern history, looking at historical experiences from several 
continents. 
 
Syllabus        The syllabus consists of a CORE and DEPTH STUDIES. All students 
will study the CORE, plus ONE DEPTH STUDY (Germany). Two pieces of 
COURSEWORK are required, totalling a minimum of 1,500 words. One of these 
coursework’s will be chosen from a Depth Study, the other is on the Causes of the 
1974 Portuguese Revolution , a study instigated and resourced by the St. Julian’s 
History Department.  
 
The final assessment is based on: 

1. an examination of the Core and Depth Studies  (40% 0f the final mark),  
2. an examination of a series of sources on the special topic  (33% of the final 

mark) and 
3. the two course works (27% of the final mark). 

 
The special topic examinined in paper 2 changes every year.  
 
The Core  “The Twentieth Century: International Relations since 1919”. The main 
topics are: 

·  The Peace Treaties after the First World War 
·  The League of Nations 
·  The Collapse of International Order in the 1930s 
·  The Cold War 
·  Cuba and Vietnam 
·  The USSR and Eastern Europe, 1948 – 1991 
·  The United Nations 
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The Depth Studies:  

·  Germany 1918 - 1945 
·  A  Study of the Portuguese Revolution (coursework) 

 
This is a demanding course in terms of time and intellectual maturity. Students must 
be prepared to read without prompting – on and around the subject. Many aspects of 
the course are illuminated by the use of documentary videos and feature movies, and 
other contemporary texts, such as newspaper articles, cartoons, etc. 
�

�
�
History is a vital part of education, helping students to understand better the world in 
which we live. Taken in the right spirit this course is both entertaining and stimulating. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to  repeat it (Santayana) 
 
Historians are dangerous people. They are capable of upsetting everything 
(Khrushchev) 
 
A man acquainted with History may, in some respects , be said to have lived 
from the beginning of the world.  (David Hume) 
 
Humans, unlike other animals, are what they have come to be.  (Reuben Abel) 
 



 

 22 

St. Julian’s School – Which Way Now 2009/10 

Page   22 

 

Art  – Edexcel 1027 
 

The study of art and its various contexts should form part of any student’s education. If 
you have found that you enjoyed making things, drawing, painting, problem solving in 
design and working in both 2 and 3 dimensions, then you should consider continuing 
Art & Design at upper level.  In order to succeed in years 10 and 11 you will need to 
be imaginative, self-motivated, observant, and keen to experiment in the media and 
techniques of different Art disciplines. You will visit museums and art exhibitions in 
galleries and study artists, architects, video and filmmakers, designers and crafts 
people from around the world. You should be prepared for Art and Design to be time 
consuming. However, working in a rich and stimulating studio environment is a 
wonderfully satisfying personal experience and often balances the type of work done 
in other subjects. 
                           
What will you do during the two-year course?  
In this two year course leading to the GCSE Art and Design Certificate you will have a 
“broad based” experience. This means you will work in a variety of media and produce 
artworks, which may include drawing, painting, sculpture, photography, ceramics, 
textile painting and dying, printmaking, historical and interpretative studies. By the end 
of the course you will have completed 2 units of theme based coursework (A unit of 
coursework is a body of research, supporting studies and developmental work leading 
to one or more final artworks), which is 60% of your final grade and is covered through 
years 10 and 11, as well as an exam (an externally set assignment prepared over 8 
weeks and leading to and supporting a final artwork) which is the other 40% of your 
final grade and is prepared for and completed in Year 11 as a ten hour time test.   
 
How are you assessed?        
The Edexcel GCSE in Art & Design encourages an adventurous and enquiring 
approach.  By the end of the course, students should be able to demonstrate an 
understanding of past and contemporary art and design practice and be able to 
produce a personal artistic response that embraces a range of ideas.  There are 4 
assessment objectives, which are the means by which formal elements, processes 
and practices can be defined and assessed.  All four assessment objectives are 
compulsory and of equal value: 
 

1. Record observations, experiences and ideas in forms that are appropriate to 
intentions (25%) 

2. Analyse and evaluate  images, objects and artifacts showing an understanding 
of context (25%) 

3. Develop and explore  ideas using media, processes and resources, reviewing, 
modifying and refining work as it progresses (25%) 

4. Present a personal response , realizing intentions and making informed 
connections with the work of others (25%)        

 (Extracts from Edexcel GCSE in Art & Design Specification 2003) 
 
 



 

 23 

St. Julian’s School – Which Way Now 2009/10 

Page   23 

Drama – Cambridge 0411 
 

Drama is a very practical based subject. Hard work and co-operation are an essential 
part of the course. Drama students not only perform in front of each other and the 
school, but also watch live theatre out of the school.  Another important part of the 
course is writing about your experiences and learning to reflect on your work.  
 
Why study Drama?      
In this course you will look at the drama process as well as the final product from the 
perspective of Director, Designer, Deviser and Performer. This will help you to 
improve your performance skills by creating your own work and recreating or realizing 
existing work. You will develop your imagination and your ability to create drama. You 
will learn how to communicate intention to an audience and develop the skill of 
working with others to a common purpose.  
 
You will study:  
Character and Context, Structure, Shaping and Plot, Audience, Defining Performance 
Space, Improvisation, Genre, Style and Convention. 
 
You will learn:  
·  How to communicate, How to plan by selecting and interpreting appropriate genres, 
styles and conventions, How to develop your critical skills, through evaluation, 
analysis and reflection.  
 
Improvisation & devising performance pieces 
Your achievement in improvisation will be marked throughout the two years. 
 
Coursework  
·  projects involving improvisation and devised pieces 
·  development of a drama presentation  
·  improvisation arising from a text or other stimulus  
 
You will have several opportunities to perform work both in groups and as solo 
activities.  These pieces of coursework will be video taped and moderated by an 
external examiner.  The pieces will be short: some will be devised by yourself and the 
group and some will be taken from published work.  
 
Examination 
There is a two and a half hour examination in which you will be expected to 
demonstrate your understanding of pre-released material which you will study during 
the final term.  You will also devise performance pieces which you will write about. 

 
You don't have to want to be an actor to do IGCSE D rama: you do have to be 
committed to a liking for plays and theatre. The su bject is a demanding but 

rewarding one! 
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Design & Technology – Edexcel 1973 
 

RESISTANT MATERIALS TECHNOLOGY  
 

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY covers a range of action-based studies within the 
curriculum.  The course is designed to offer you the opportunity to gain experience in 
identifying, considering and solving problems through the manipulation of a range of 
materials and technologies and, as a result, prepare you for your future in a changing 
technological society. 
 
If you follow this course you will become involved in the design and problem-solving 
process leading to the making and evaluation of artefacts .  This work will enhance 
your critical faculties, your imagination, your knowledge and your understanding of 
materials and technology. It demands active workshop experience and the 
production of works of quality . 
 
This course will prepare you for entry to Design an d Technology at I.B. Level.  
 
ASSESSMENT COMPONENTS: 
 
EXAMINATION:  1 hour 30 mins. - 40% 
COURSEWORK PROJECT  (School based assessment) - 60% 
 
EXAMINATION AND PROJECT CONTENT  – Both the examination and coursework 
project will cover knowledge, skills and understanding of the following areas:  
Materials, components, processes, techniques and industrial practices, designing and 
making quality products, evaluating processes and products, effects of design and 
technology on society. 
 
PROJECT – In Year 11each candidate will undertake a design task from a range 
provided by EDEXCEL and will take place over a 40 hour period.  The work presented 
for assessment will be in the form of an A3 folder and the ‘made product’. The earlier 
part of this course will give you practice and experience in this area. 
 
 
CAREERS:  ENGINEERING, PRODUCT DESIGN, ARCHITECTURE, INTERIOR  
DESIGN, BUILDING SCIENCE, AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY AND MANY OTHERS. 
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Information & Communication Technology (ICT) – Edexcel 4385 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INFORMATION AND 
COMMUNICATION 

TECHNOLOGY  (IGCSE)  
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This subject aims to encourage the exploration and study of ICT in a variety of 
contexts: home, community, business, industry, recreation and education. In any given 
situation students will be given the opportunity to acquire competence, ability and 
critical skills through the implementation, use and evaluation of a range of ICT 
systems. Students can develop their interests in, enjoyment of, and critical reflections 
about ICT as an integral part of modern society. 
 
Students are entered at either Foundation or Higher Tier. Coursework, with a 
weighting of 30% of the total assessment is common to both tiers and is compulsory 
and externally assessed. The coursework is based on a pre-released case study 
(15%) and one project (15%). ICT work carried out by students in other areas of the 
curriculum can be used as the basis of a coursework project and the coursework will 
usually be completed within lesson time. 
 
Students will also sit a final written paper of 1 ½ hours to count for the remaining 70%. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Networking 
 
Advantages of networking, Local Area 
Networks (LAN), Wide Area Network 
(WAN), network topologies, etc… 
 

Web authoring 
 
Importing data from another 
application, image manipulation,  
web forms, CGI scripts, use of  
tables for layout, frames, etc… 
 

Word processing 
 
Importing data from another 
application, mail merge, setting up 
templates, creating macros, etc… 

Database 
 
Queries with Boolean operators, 
single/multiple table input forms, 
subforms, macros, reports, etc… 
 

Spreadsheets 
 
Complex formulae, forms, macros, 
advanced functions, lookup tables, 
3D referencing, charts, etc… 
 

Desktop Publishing 
 
Importing data from another 
application, text flow between blocks, 
layering, image manipulation, etc… 
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Music – Edexcel 1426 

 
This is a largely practical course in which students are able to develop their creative 
and performing skills, as well as broadening their understanding of musical elements 
and styles. 
 
All aspects of the course focus on four main ‘Areas of Study’.  This includes Western 
classical music, modern and experimental styles, popular music, and some World 
music.  Students listen to, analyse, perform and compose music related to these 
areas. 
 
The Course  
This is divided into three parts:   Performing (30% of assessment) 
     Composing (30%) 
     Listening and Appraising (40%) 
 
Performing 
Students are assessed on the performance of a solo piece and performing within an 
ensemble.  Pieces can be on any instrument (including voice) and in any style. 
 
Composition 
Students submit two compositions, each related to one of the Areas of Study. 
 
Listening and Appraising 
This is assessed by a written paper where students answer questions related to the 
Areas of Study. 
 
·  Students taking GCSE music are encouraged to have instrumental or vocal tuition 

either in or out of school.  This complements and enhances work covered within 
the timetable, enabling students to develop individual skills. 
  

·  Students are encouraged to be involved in as much music making as possible.   
The school offers a number of extra-curricular activities to enable this to happen. 

 
Above all, students must enjoy music and have a desire to develop their own 
musicality and understanding.   
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Physical Education – Edexcel 1827 
 
Come and study the body in action: Improve your understanding of how the body 
works whilst at the same time improve your performance in selected activities. 
 
Practical Skills 60%           Theory of Sport 40% 
Candidates offer for assessment four activities   
from at least two  different Activity Groups. 

Games activities Gymnastic activities Dance activities 
Football Synchronised Swimming Candidates must demonstrate 

Basketball Horse Riding the ability to perform one  

Hockey Trampolining dance, through a solo, duet or 

Lacrosse Gymnastics group performance. 

Netball All candidates must offer: Dance may only be offered as 
Rugby League or Rugby 
Union agilites and vaulting One practical activity. 

Hurling or Camogie plus Each piece performed should 

Water Polo A sequence for one of: last between 2 and 4 minutes. 

Badminton   floor Candidates may choose to  

Squash   bars / rings / pommel horse include work from the following 

Table Tennis   beam dance styles for assessment 

Lawn Tennis   educational gymnastics purposes: 

Volleyball   rhythmic (one of clubs / ball / Modern / Contemporary 

Cricket   rope / ribbon / hoop) Ballet / Tap / Jazz / Folk 

Rounders     Traditional / Ethnic. 

or Softball       
or Baseball (English or 
Welsh)       

Athletic activities Adventurous Swimming activities 
  activities   

Rowing Sailing Swimming Strokes 

Weightlifting Canoeing or     

Golf Kayaking     

Athletics: Trekking or     

three events from a least two columns Orienteering     

Running Jumping Throwing Skiing or Exercise activities 

Sprinting High jump Discus Snowboarding Fitness Training 

Middle distance Long jump Shot Boardsailing (Circuit Training / Aerobics 

Long distance Pole vault Javelin Personal  Continuous Training and / or 

Hurdles Triple jump Hammer Survival or Weight-training) 

Relay     Lifesaving Judo or Karate 

Steeplechase         

 
You will sit an examination paper on basic Anatomy and Physiology and you will need 
to learn what is happening to your body when you exercise or play sport. 
You will also examine other related areas such as smoking, diet and the use of drugs 
in sport. 
 

If you are interested in exercise and sport this is  for you! 
 

 
 

Body Functions (Basic anatomy 
and physiology) 
Bones; joints; muscles and 
muscle action 
The Cirulatory and repiratory 
systems 
The compesition of blood 
General health and fitness 
Basic methods of fitness training 
Effects of regular physical activity 
on the individual 
Cardiovascular fitness 
Diet, health and hygiene 
Effects of smoking and alcohol 
Sports injuries – causes, 
symptoms, recognition and 
treatment 
Weight training 
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French – Cambridge 0520 
 
1. The European Commission believes that it is necessary to make proficiency in at 

least 2 foreign languages at school a priority. 
French is amongst the most widely spoken European languages.  It is taught in 
almost all the countries in the world. 
French is the official language spoken on a daily basis by more than 10 million 
people in 30 countries and in the 5 continents.    

 
2. Learning French increases your chances of success in your professional  
 career.    

You cannot assume that everyone speaks English: 'you buy in English, you sell in 
the language of the person you are selling to'. 
French will be an asset to you in careers leading to Public Relations, Journalism, 
Translation, Political Sciences, Tourism, Diplomacy, Teaching, International 
Organisations and even in Business. 
For Law and Medicine studies in Portuguese universities, French is also an asset. 

 
Course Content  
In years 10 and 11 students follow the IGCSE French Foreign Language syllabus and 
sit the IGCSE Foreign Language extended level examination. 
This is a two year course which focuses simultaneously on oral and written 
communication.  You will develop the ability to use the language effectively for 
purposes of practical communication.  You will be invited to take active participation in 
debates, role play situations and presentations, and you will develop a fuller 
awareness of the nature of the language and language learning. 
The course will focus on communication rather than grammar. 
 
This course also offers insights into the French culture and civilization, trips will be 
organised to see French films and to go to cultural events. A French trip to Paris is 
also organised every year.  
 
This course includes an introduction to French literature, as a preparation for further 
study in the IB. 
 
Assessment   
Students will be assessed in the four following skills: 
 Listening Paper 1 25% 
 Reading Paper 2 25% 
 Speaking Paper 3 25% 
 Writing Paper 4 25% 
Paper 1, 2 and 4 will be externally set and marked.  Paper 3 will be externally set and 
moderated. 
 

DON’T FORGET!IF ENGLISH IS THE LANGUAGE OF BUSINESS, FRENCH 
REMAINS THE LANGUAGE OF CULTURE 
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Further Pure Mathematics – Edexcel (4PMO) 
 
This course gives students the opportunity to develop their knowledge, understanding 
and skills in the areas of number, algebra and geometry. Whilst revisiting material 
from the IGCSE core mathematics course (4400) it also introduces a variety of other 
more challenging topics for students to develop their confidence and competence in 
the subject. 
The course is designed to appeal to students who are high achievers in mathematics 
and to those who wish to develop their knowledge of mathematics. 
 
Course content  
The Quadratic function 
Logarithms and Exponentials 
Identities and Inequalities 
Graphs 
Trigonometry and Circular measure 
Binomial Expansions 
Vectors in 2-D 
Differential and Integral Calculus 
Series and Summation 
 
Assessment  
Two written papers each two hours long. Grades A* to E available. 
 
Entry requirements  
Must achieve level 8 at end of year 9. 
Please note completion of this course is not a prer equisite for entry to 
Mathematics Higher Level at I.B. 
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Over to You  
 
If you feel a little bit lost now, it's understandable. Don't feel too rushed, you still have 
time to gather the facts that you need to make proper choices.  Listen carefully to the 
information provided by Mrs Sousa e Sá, your tutor, the subject teachers and Year 11 
students in the sessions set up for this purpose. 
 
Read through this Information Package carefully and discuss it with your parents.  
They will have to sign the Options Form so make sure that you discuss your choices 
with them. 
 
Who can help you further? 
 
Your tutor   General & specific questions - and can tell you who 

to go to for help 
Mrs C Sousa e Sá    Career information 
Mrs Z Pereira    IB (International Baccalaureate) requirements 
Mr N Connolly   Secondary School Principal 
Mr G Palmer    Development Director Y10 - 13 
  
 

Useful information can also be found at: 
 

www.connexions-direct.com/whichwaynow 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.stjulians.com 
mail@tjulians.com 
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NOTES 


