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Introduction  
The purpose of this booklet is to provide you with information to enable you to select the 
programme that best fits your requirements.  If you have further questions please do not 
hesitate to ask them.  We, at St. Julian's, are committed to provide you with all the help 
that you need. Students currently in Year 11 can direct their questions through their Tutor, 
but of course can also ask their Subject Teachers, Mr Connolly, Mrs Pereira, Mrs Sousa e 
Sá, Mrs Vasconcellos and Mr Palmer.  Students from outside the School should direct 
their questions to:  
Mr Palmer.  (Tel: +351 21 4585300 or Fax: +351 21 4585313). 
 

 
 
 
 
What is the IB?  
The International Baccalaureate Programme is a comprehensive and rigorous two-year 
curriculum, leading to examinations for students aged between sixteen and nineteen.  
Based on the pattern of no single country, it is a deliberate compromise between the 
specialisation required in some national systems and the breadth preferred in others. 
 
The general objectives of the IB are: 
 
 * to provide students with a balanced education 
 * to facilitate geographic and cultural mobility 

* to promote international understanding through a shared academic 
experience 

 
In the many years since its founding, the IB Diploma has become a symbol of academic 
integrity and intellectual promise.  The student who satisfies its demands demonstrates a 
strong commitment to learning, both in terms of the mastery of subject content and in the 
development of the skills and discipline needed for success in a competitive world. 
 
Only schools officially approved by the International Baccalaureate Organisation (IBO) 
are authorised to offer the curriculum and to present candidates for examination.  Of the 
nearly 800 current member schools in more than 90 countries throughout the world, some 
250 schools are located in Europe.  About 300 are public or private high schools in the 
United States or Canada. 
 
The International Baccalaureate is based in Geneva, Switzerland, with regional offices in 
Cardiff, New York, Buenos Aires and Singapore.  The Examinations Office, located in 
Cardiff, Wales, UK, oversees two examination sessions per year.  The May session 
serves the large majority of candidates; schools in the Southern Hemisphere subscribe to 
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the smaller November session.  Some 2,100 individual examiners world-wide participate 
in the assessment of the work of around 30,000 students per year. 
 
 
The International Baccalaureate at St. Julian’s Sch ool  
 
St Julian’s is proud of the achievement of its students in the International Baccalaureate 
Diploma and their record of entrance to some of the best universities in the world.  Almost 
100% go on to attend universities in Portugal, the United Kingdom and other countries in 
Europe, Canada and the United States.  The school has been able to obtain good 
university placements for even some of our more marginal students by both maximising 
their potential and through a thorough knowledge of university entrance systems. 
 
St Julian’s School students are able to choose from a wide range of IB course options. 
They are taught by a qualified and experienced staff.  Students participate in a wide 
range of activities under the school’s Creativity, Action and Service programme – a 
requirement for the IB Diploma.  These activities include sports, art and music sessions, 
and voluntary service in the community.  Various leagues for sports between the 
international schools in the area exist (football, basketball, volleyball, athletics,  
cross-country etc). Students are given the opportunity to take part in trips and educational 
visits both within and outside Portugal. 
 
A careers guidance programme and a personal tutor system are used to assist students 
with career and university counselling and to help with personal, academic and social 
issues.  Various programmes exist to prepare students for university life, including visits 
by university admissions teams and specialists in other areas.  The Students’ Council and 
the School Prefect system offer students the chance to take on leadership roles within the 
school. 
 
All students undertake the full IB Diploma.  However, in exceptional circumstances it may 
be possible to follow an individual programme that will lead to IB Certificates.  The school 
will satisfy itself that such programmes will be appropriate to the needs of the student 
before acceptance. 
 

1. Languages A1 
 
 
                                    2. Languages A2                             Theo               3. Individuals and Societies 
                                     & B 
 
 
 
                                    4. Experimental                                                       5. Mathematics 
                                           Sciences 
 

          6. The Arts (Electives) 

 

 
Theory of Knowledge 
 

Extended Essay 
 

Creativity, Action, 
Service 
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What can you do with it?  
Experience has shown that IB Diploma holders gain admission to universities of their 
choice throughout the world.  These include prominent institutions such as Brown, 
Boccini, Bryn Mawr, Cambridge, Harvard, Heidelberg, London School of Economics, 
S.E., McGill, Michigan, M.I.T., Oxford, Princetown, Rotterdam Erasmus, Sorbonne, 
Toronto and Yale. 
 
The following universities have admitted one or more of St Julian's School IB students 
since 1998: 
 
Portugal Universidade Católica  Universidade Técnica Lusófona (Lisboa) 
  Instituto de Arte e Desenho Porto   ISPA (Lisboa) 
  Universidade Lusíada  Lisboa   ISCEM (Lisboa) 
  European Business School  Nova    Instituto Maria Ulrich 
  Instituto Superior de Linguas e Administração 
  
UK  Aberdeen  Hull     Queen Mary  

 Bath   Imperial College   Reading   
Bristol   Kent    Royal Holloway 

 Brunel   King’s College, London   Southampton 
 Cambridge  Lancaster   St Andrews  

Cardiff   Leeds    Stirling   
 City, London  Leicester    Strathclyde 

Durham   Liverpool    Surrey 
East Anglia  London School of Economics Sussex 

 Edinburgh  Loughborough   UMIST 
Essex   Manchester   University College 

 Greenwich  Nottingham    Warwick 
Guy's Hospital   Oxford     Westminster 

 Heriot-Watt   Oxford Brookes    York 
    Portsmouth     
       

USA   Boston    George Washington Sarah Lawrence  
Bowdoin   Harvard   Southern California 
Carnegie Mellon    Maryland  Tufts 
Cornell    Pennysylvania  Wesleyan 
Georgetown   Richmond     

CANADA   Concordia   McGill 
   Trent    York 
NETHERLANDS  Delft     Guelphe   Leiden 

Nijenrode 
FRANCE  Parsons    Paris   Sorbonne 
SWEDEN  Handels    Stockholm  Upsala 
BELGIUM   Ryksuniversiteit van Gent  Université Libre 
   Université de Liège  Université Catholique de Louvain 
AUSTRIA   Vienna 
ITALY    Milan    Bocconi   Degli 

Studi     Torino 
AUSTRALIA   Canberra 
SOUTH AFRICA  Cape Town 
SPAIN   Navarra    Salamanca  Les Roches Marbella 
CZECH REPUBLIC Charles’ University 
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What IB Subjects are Available?  
The following subjects are offered at St Julian’s.  Please note the following: 
1. A subject may be withdrawn if student demand is minimal (five students or less). 
2. The school may be able to facilitate tuition in other languages in Groups 1 and 2 but this 

cannot be guaranteed. 
For the IB Diploma you must choose one from each of  the following groups: 
 

1.  Language  A1      * English ( HL/SL ) 
     * Portuguese ( HL/SL )    
     * Another Language (HL/SL) 

2.  Language  A2 or B      * English ( HL/SL ) 
     * French B ( HL/SL ) 
     * Portuguese (HL/SL ) 
     * Spanish  B ( HL/SL ) 
      *French or Spanish ab initio on request 

3.  Individuals and  
     Societies  

     * Business and Management ( SL ) 
     * Economics ( HL/SL)  
     * Geography ( HL/SL ) 
     * History ( HL/SL ) 
     * Information Technology in a Global Society (HL/ SL )   
     * Philosophy ( HL/SL ) 

4.  Experimental 
     Sciences 

     * Biology ( HL/SL ) 
     * Chemistry ( HL/SL ) 
     * Design Technology ( HL/SL )  
     * Environmental Systems and Societies ( SL ) 

* Physics (HL/SL)   
* Sports, Exercise and Health Science (SL) 

5.  Mathematics      * Mathematics ( HL/SL ) 
     * Mathematical Studies ( SL ) 

6.  The Arts (Electives)      * Further Mathematics ( SL ) 
     * Computer Science ( HL/SL )  
     * Music ( HL/SL ) 
     * Theatre Arts (HL/SL) 
     * Visual Arts ( HL/SL ) 
     * A second subject from the Individuals and Societies 
        Group or the Experimental Sciences Group ( HL/SL ) 
     * A third modern language ( HL/SL )        

 
All IB Diploma candidates are required to study one subject from each group.  There are 
three exceptions to this rule: 
1. A student may study two foreign languages from Group 2 but will therefore not be able to 

select a subject from Group 6. 
2. A student may study two subjects from Group 3 but will therefore not be able to study a 

subject from Group 6. 
3. A student may study two sciences from Group 4 but will therefore not be able to study a 

subject in Group 6. 
 
At least three  and not more than four of the six subjects are taken at Higher Level (HL) , 
the others at Standard Level (SL) .  Not all subjects are available at both Higher and 
Standard Levels. 
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What Other Things Will I Have to do for the IB Dipl oma?  
The award of the Diploma requires the satisfactory completion of: 
 
a) The Extended Essay of up to 4,000 words; this provides the student with the 
opportunity to engage with the challenge of completing original research in a subject from 
the IB curriculum. It is recommended that students look to link their extended essay topic 
to their future career choice or the course of study they intend to follow in university. 
  
b) Theory of Knowledge (ToK) Theory of Knowledge (TOK) is an interdisciplinary 
course that all students follow on the IB Diploma. It is designed to develop a coherent 
approach to learning that transcends and unifies academic areas and encourages 
appreciation of other cultural perspectives. TOK encourages critical thinking about 
knowledge itself, to try to help young people make sense of what they encounter through 
asking questions such as ‘What counts as knowledge? How does it grow? What are its 
limits? Who owns knowledge? What is the value of knowledge? What are the implications 
of having, or not having, knowledge?’  
 
TOK students are ‘knowers’ with 16 or so years of life experience and several years of 
formal education behind them. They have accumulated a vast amount of knowledge, 
beliefs and opinions through family, community and the wider world as well as through 
their academic studies and extracurricular activities. In TOK they have the opportunity to 
step back from this ongoing acquisition of new knowledge, in order to consider knowledge 
issues as well as clarifying and evaluating distinctions between different kinds of 
knowledge. 
 
The subject matter of the TOK course is defined in terms of knowledge issues, with 
activities and discussions aiming to help students discover and express their views in a 
coherent and structured environment. The course encourages students to share ideas 
with others and to learn from what others think as well as to reflect upon past and current 
cultural and technological shifts affecting knowledge, such as the advent of the printing 
press or the digital revolution. Connections are facilitated between knowledge 
encountered in different Diploma Programme subjects, CAS experience and extended 
essay research. Through this process students’ understanding of knowledge as a human 
construction is shaped, enriched and deepened.  
 
TOK final assessment includes a short externally marked essay chosen from a range of 
ten titles; an additional requirement is an oral presentation upon a knowledge issue of 
interest to the student. 
 

Up to 3 Bonus Points are available for excellent wo rk  
in the Extended Essay and ToK 
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c) All IB Diploma candidates are required to undertake a programme of extra 
curricular activities throughout the two year course.  There is a broad range of possible 
activities from which students at St Julian's may select their individual programmes, 
although they must be balanced between the three elements of "Creativity", "Action" 
and "Service" (C.A.S.)   In total, the IB requires that a minimum of 150 hours be 
completed during the course, which equates to about three hours per week, although 
most of our students choose to do much more than this.  Activities may be based within 
the school, the local area, or further afield.  Examples of Creative  activities might include 
art and dance, learning a musical instrument, performing or helping backstage in one of 
the school's dramatic productions, debating at the Model United Nations, or contributing 
to a school journal, or editing it!  Action  activities are generally in the sporting arena, with 
school team games, such as soccer, basketball, volleyball and hockey, being very 
popular. Individual sports like golf, tennis or horse riding are also chosen by many 
students.  Less conventional action activities might include learning how to windsurf or 
paraglide, or taking up a martial art, or going hiking in the hills.  Service  may be 
traditional community service in local Portuguese or expatriate institutions, involve charity 
fund-raising or support for organisations like Amnesty International.  Within the school 
context, service activities include helping to coach sports to younger pupils, Student 
Council initiatives and providing support in the classroom for Primary School teachers. 
 
The C.A.S. Programme aims to follow the IB's stated C.A.S. philosophy "to challenge and 
extend the individual student; to develop a spirit of discovery and self-reliance; to 
encourage personal skills and interests; and to inspire an awareness, concern and 
responsibility to serve the community in general and its disadvantaged, in particular." 
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What are the IB Diploma Entry Requirements?  
 
Since the IB Diploma is such a demanding programme, applicants must show that they 
have a good understanding of a wide range of subjects.  This would normally be 
demonstrated by achieving grades A* to C at GCSE or equivalent.  Detailed requirements 
for specific subjects vary, but as a general guideline the applicant would need a GCSE A* 
to B ( or equivalent ) in the Higher Level subjects, and an A* to C for Standard Level 
subjects. 
 
St Julian's expects all students entering the full IB Diploma programme to have 6 
(I)GCSE passes at grade C, or their equivalent, as a minimum entry requirement.  
Students who fail to gain 6 passes at Grade C will not be permitted to enter the IB 
Diploma course.  
Given the demands of the IB diploma it is deemed ad visable that students who do 
not achieve grade B or above in their Higher Level choices should think seriously 
about the long term usefulness of entering the IB p rogram. In this context, students 
who are uncertain about their position need to inte rview with the Secondary School 
Principal. 
 
The prerequisites for IB courses are listed with the subject descriptions.  These 
prerequisites are minimum requirements.  As a general rule, to study a subject at Higher 
Level a grade B at (I)GCSE would be a minimum requirement; Maths HL and Computer 
Science HL are exceptions to this rule since we stipulate a grade A in Maths IGCSE as a 
minimum requirement for these subjects.  To study a subject at Standard Level a grade C 
would be a minimum requirement at (I)GCSE. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

What will the IB Course Cover?  
 
 
The following are subject descriptions for each course.  These descriptions are also 

available on the school website www.stjulians.com   Parents and students will have the 

opportunity to discuss any of these subjects with the Heads of Faculty/Department at the 

IB Presentation Evening on Thursday February 12th.  They should also confer with 

the Tutor and/or Head of Year if they are in any doubt about their final programme. 
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GROUP 1  Languages A1  
ENGLISH, PORTUGUESE 
 
About the course 
Literature is concerned with our conceptions, interpretations and experiences of the 
world. The study of literature, therefore, can be seen as a study of all the complex 
pursuits, anxieties, joys and fears that human beings are exposed to in the daily business 
of living. It enables an exploration of one of the  more  enduring  fields  of  human  
creativity  and  artistic  ingenuity,  and  provides  immense opportunities  for  encouraging  
independent,  original,  critical  and  clear  thinking.  It  also  promotes  a healthy respect 
for the imagination and a perceptive approach to the understanding and interpretation of 
literary works. The discussion of literature is itself an art which requires the clear 
expression of ideas both orally and in writing. 
 
The Language A1 programme encourages students to see literary works as products of 
art and their authors  as  craftsmen  whose methods  of  production  can  be  analysed  in  
a  variety of  ways  and  on  a number  of  levels.  This  is  achieved  through  the  
emphasis  placed  on  exploring  the means  used  by different  authors  to  convey  their  
subjects  in  the  works  studied.  It  is  further  reinforced  by  the comparative framework 
emphasized for the study of these works in all parts of the programme. 
 
Aims 
The aims of the Language A1 programme at both Higher and Standard Levels are to: 
·  encourage a personal appreciation of literature and develop an understanding of the 

techniques involved in literary criticism. 
·  develop the students' powers of expression, both in oral and written communication, 

and  provide  the  opportunity  of  practising  and  developing  the  skills  involved  in 
writing and speaking in a variety of styles and situations. 

·  introduce students to a range of literary works of different periods, genres, styles and 
contexts. 

·  broaden the students' perspective through the study of works from other cultures and 
languages. 

·  introduce  students  to  ways  of  approaching  and  studying  literature,  leading  to  
the development  of  an  understanding  and  appreciation  of  the  relationships  
between different works. 

·  develop the ability to engage in close, detailed analysis of written text 
promote in students an enjoyment of, and lifelong interest in, literature. 
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Course details Higher Level (Standard in brackets) 
Part 1  World Literature  3 works  (3) 
Three World Literature works studied as a group 
 
Part 2  Detailed Study  4 works (2) 
Four  Language A1 works studied in detail 
 
Part 3  Groups of Works  4 works (3) 
Three Language A1 works and one World Literature work studied as a group.  
 
Part 4  Schools Free Choice 4 works (3) 
Three Language A1 works and one World Literature work studied as a group.  
All works chosen freely. 
 
 
Assessment Details Higher Level (Standard in bracke ts) 
External Assessment      70% 
 
Written Paper Component      50% 
 

Paper 1  Commentary 2 hours (1.5)   25% 
Written commentary based on poetry or  
another text to which the techniques of literary  
criticism can be applied. 

 
Paper 2  Essay 2 hours (1.5)    25% 

 
World Literature Assignments     20% 

Two assignments written during the course  
and externally assessed, each 1000 - 1500 words.  
(Standard one assignment) 
 

Internal Assessment      30% 
 

Individual Oral Commentary 15 minutes   15% 
Commentary on an extract, chosen by the  
teacher, from one of the Part 2 works studied.  
Extract accompanied by guiding questions. 
 
Individual Oral Presentation 10 -15 minutes  15% 
Presentation of a topic, chosen by the candidate,  
based on Part 4 work(s). 
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Prerequisites: 
 
 

English/Portuguese :  
 
The student needs a good command of written and spoken English/Portuguese.   
Good previous reading habits are essential and the student must enjoy literary research.  
The standard of work at standard level does not differ from that of higher level, only the 
number of texts studied is different. 
 
English HL Option  - GCSE First Language English grade B and GCSE English 
Literature grade B (or equivalents ). 
 
Portuguese HL Option  - Portuguese as First Language throughout the school and 
IGCSE First Language exam grade A or B. 
 
English SL Option  - GCSE First Language English grade C and GCSE English 
Literature grade C (or equivalents ). 
 
Portuguese SL Option  - IGCSE First Language grade C. 
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GROUP 2  Languages A2 and B   
ENGLISH, PORTUGUESE A2 (HL/SL)   
 
This programme is designed for study at both Higher and Standard levels by speakers 
with a high level of competence in the target language.  The programme is based on the 
study of both literature and language. 
 
For English:   
The programme meets the needs of bilingual students who, for example, have been 
educated throughout secondary level at a school whose working language is English. 
 
For Portuguese: 
The programme meets the need of bilingual students who have been, throughout 
Secondary School, studying Portuguese as First Language.   
 
It aims to develop a variety of linguistic skills through the study of a wide and varied range 
of texts, to promote an appreciation of the wealth and subtleties of the language and to 
facilitate the clear expression of ideas.  It gives the opportunity for students to appreciate 
the range of issues generated by the study of language and culture, such as the notion of 
bilingualism and the relationship between languages. 
 
The final assessment consists of externally set and marked written components: a 
comparative commentary and an essay (50%), internally assessed oral components 
(30%) and two Written Tasks externally assessed (20%). 
 
Prerequisites: 
 
English A2H  - Recommendation from the department and: 

1) Grade C at GCSE English First Language 
  or 2)   “      “     “      “      English Literature 
  or 3) Grade B at IGCSE English Second Language 
  or 4) Grade A at Cambridge First Certificate level 
 
 
English A2S  - 1) Grade D at GCSE English First Language 
  or 2)    “      “           “      English Literature 
  or 3) Grade C at IGCSE English Second Language 
  or 4) Grade C at Cambridge First Certificate level 
 
 
Portuguese A2H/S   Recommendation from the department: 
    Grade C at IGCSE Portuguese First Language  
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ENGLISH, FRENCH, PORTUGUESE, SPANISH B (HL/SL)  
FRENCH/SPANISH AB INITIO 
The courses are foreign language learning programmes, which typically meet the needs 
of students with previous experience of the language (between two to five years). 
 
At both levels the emphasis is put on language acquisition and development, although 
literary texts will also be integrated in the course at higher level. 
Both levels are taught through a communication approach which will foster the interaction 
between speakers of the target language.  The four language skills: text handling, written 
production, oral interaction and listening will be developed through the study and use of a 
range of written and spoken material related to the culture concerned. 
Although the nature of the language B course is the same for both higher and standard 
levels, the levels differ in the number of types of texts that students are expected to write 
and more generally in the depth and breadth of the language used.  Successful use of the 
language consists in demonstrating competence in three inter-related areas: 

·  Language 
·  Cultural interaction 
·  Message 

The final assessment consists of externally set and marked components: a text-handling 
test and an essay (70%) and oral interaction components internally assessed (30%). 
 
Prerequisites: 
English BH  –  Recommendation from the department and: 

1) Grade C at IGCSE English as a Second Language 
or  2) Grade C at Cambridge First Certificate level 

 
English BS  –  Recommendation from the department and: 

1) Grade D at IGCSE English as a Second Language 
or 2) Grade D at Cambridge First Certificate level 
or 3) Two to three years’ prior study of the language 

 
 

French & Portuguese  HL  –  Recommendation from the department and: 
 a Grade B at IGCSE  

 
French & Portuguese  SL  –  Recommendation from the department and: 

a Grade C at IGCSE  
 
Spanish HL & SL   -  Recommendation from the Head of Modern Foreign 

Languages 
 
French/Spanish ab initio  The language ab initio course is a language learning 

course for beginners, or students with little 
exposure to the target language.   Compulsory 
consultation with the Head of Modern Langauages is 
required for entry on to the course.  
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GROUP 3  Individuals and Societies  
BUSINESS AND MANAGEMENT, ECONOMICS,  
GEOGRAPHY, HISTORY, INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY IN A GLO BAL 
SOCIETY, PHILOSOPHY  
 
BUSINESS AND MANAGEMENT (SL)  
 
The aims of the Business and Management course are to: 

 promote the importance of exploring business issues from different cultural 
perspectives 

 encourage a holistic view of the world of business 
 enable the student to develop the capacity to think critically about individual and 

organizational behaviour 
 enhance the student’s ability to make informed business decisions 
 enable the student to appreciate the nature and significance of change in a local, 

regional and global context 
 promote awareness of social, cultural and ethical factors in the actions of 

organizations and individuals in those organizations 
 appreciate the social and ethical responsibilities associated with businesses 

operating in international markets. 
 
Having followed the Business and Management course, students will be expected to: 

1. demonstrate knowledge and understanding of business terminology, concepts, 
principles and theories 

2. make business decisions by identifying the issue(s), selecting and interpreting 
data, applying appropriate tools and techniques, and recommending suitable 
solutions 

3. analyse and evaluate business decisions using a variety of sources 
4. evaluate business strategies and/or practices showing evidence of critical thinking 
5. apply skills and knowledge learned in the subject to hypothetical and real business 

situations 
6. communicate business ideas and information effectively and accurately using 

appropriate formats and tools. 
 
Full details of the Business and Management syllabus can be found on the department’s 
website, www.stjulians.com/ecbst 
 
Final assessment is by 2 papers and coursework. 

 
1. 1¼ hour paper – structured questions based on a pre-released extended 

case study 
2. 1¾ hour paper - choice of structured questions based on stimulus 

material 
3. Internal assessment – written commentary on an issue facing a business 

organisation 
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ECONOMICS (HL/SL)  
 
Aims of the Course: 
The aims of the economics course at higher level and standard level are to: 

 provide students with a core knowledge of economics 
 encourage students to think critically about economics 
 promote an awareness and understanding of internationalism in economics 
 encourage students' development as independent learners 
 enable students to distinguish between positive and normative economics 
 enable students to recognize their own tendencies for bias. 

Having followed the Diploma Programme course in economics, candidates will be 
expected to: 

1. have an understanding and knowledge of economic concepts and theories 
2. apply economic theory to a range of circumstances and a variety of situations 
3. analyse information through the use of economic concepts and theories 
4. evaluate concepts and theories from different economic perspectives. 

Full details of the Economics syllabus can be found on the department’s website, 
www.stjulians.com/ecbst 
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GEOGRAPHY (HL/SL)  
 
What do the following have in common? 
Riots in Geneva; the Spread of HIV/AIDS; the Pope; Deforestation in Amazonia; George 
W. Bush; the San bushmen of the Kalahari; Bottle Banks; Asylum Seekers; the Internet; 
Emma Thompson; the Parque Natural de Sintra-Cascais; McDonalds; Sex Tourism; the 
Eradication of Poverty; Global Warming; the War in Iraq; Globalisation; the U.N.; 
Earthquakes in Pakistan; Women’s Rights; Nelson Mandela. 
 
The answer is that, one way or another, they all come into the IB’s excellent new 
Geography syllabus – ensuring that no other subject is more relevant to the IB student’s 
personal perspective on life than Geography. In fact, if you don’t have anything to say for 
yourself in an IB geography lesson, then one would have to wonder where on earth 
you’ve been for the past 16 years! 
 
Not only is Geography a subject that the aware student can most easily relate to, but it is 
practical too. Geography, by providing marketable skills and a broad global perspective, 
is increasingly regarded as an excellent foundation for careers in areas as diverse as: 
journalism and media; development organisations; finance; diplomacy; business 
administration; United Nations agencies; tourism; town planning; geology; international 
relations; market analysis; environmental management; law; marketing; tourism. 

 
In short, Geography is an essential subject for the  leaders of Tomorrow. 

 
COURSE CONTENT 
Detailed copies of the syllabus are available from the Geography Department. 
�

Part  Summary  
� � GEOGRAPHICAL SKILLS  Mapping; Graphical; Statistical; Investigative; Written 
� � CORE THEME  Population, Resources and Development 
� � OPTIONAL THEMES   Climatic hazards and change; Topographical map 

interpretation; Lithospheric processes and hazards; 
Globalisation (HL take all four – SL take two only) 

�

Assessment  
This is done at the end of the course through two examination papers, and by 
Coursework, which consists of one fieldwork assignment, with data collection organised 
by the school and an individual report (of around 1500 words) produced by the students.  
Coursework accounts for 25% of the marks at Higher Level and 20% at Standard Level.  
 
Prerequisites  
Grade C at IGCSE level. 
Note: The above is subject to alteration as the IBO are conducting a review and will 
announce details of syllabus and examination changes for Geography in February 2009. 
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HISTORY (HL/SL) 
 
 

Y12 Standard   

  

Causes , practices & 
effects of War 

 
 
WWI, WWII,  & The 
Spanish Civil War 
 

The Arab - Israeli 
conflict 1945-79 

 
 

Focuses on the 
origins and 

development of this 
conflict. 

Paper 1 &2 
 
Documents & 
Essay based 
paper 
 
Internal 
Investigation 

Y12 Higher   

 

History of the 
Americas -  

 
The Emergence of the 

Americas in global 
affairs, 1880-1929 

 
 
 

The Cold War & the 
Americas 1945- 81 

Paper 1 & 3 
 
Documents & 
Essay based 
paper 
 
Internal 
Investigation 

Y13 Standard  
 

 

 
 

 

The Arab - Israeli 
conflict 1945-79 

 
Focuses on the origins 

and development of this 
conflict. Continued 

from Y12 

Single Party 
States 

 
Castro’s Cuba  & 
Hitler’s Germany 

Paper 1 &2 
 
Documents & 
Essay based 
paper 
 

Y13 Higher  

  

 
 

Civil Rights and social 
movements in the 

Americas 

 
 

Paper 3 
 
Essay based 
paper 
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Standard Level    Students take two written examinations: 

Paper 1       A document based paper:  
                     The Arab Israeli    Conflict 1945-79 
 
Paper 2       Twentieth Century World History Themes : 

see previous page  
 

 
Higher Level  
Students  undertake a specialised study the History of the Americas  in the late 19th and 
20th centuries. This study is comprised of three main sections as shown above. These 
studies incorporate material which can also be used in the standard papers. 
 
 

 
Higher Level students   take Papers 1 & 2 (above) plus Paper 3 History of the 

Americas 
 
 
All the exams require answers in the form of essays – consequently fluency in English 
and a good writing style are essential.  Much reading and independent study and 
research is needed to prepare for classes.  Both HL and SL have to submit an INTERNAL 
ASSESSMENT in the form of a historical investigation base on aspect of history chosen 
by the student in discussion with their teacher. This requires a 1500 - 2000 word 
treatment. The IA accounts for 20% of the final grade at HL and 25% at SL. 
 
This is an exciting and challenging course, calling for hard work and enthusiasm.  It is 
aimed at students wishing to gain a deeper understanding of the world in which they live, 
and wishing to develop the skills of selection and judgement, and the logical presentation 
of ideas and arguments.  
 
Students wishing to pursue a university degree in Law, Philosophy, Economics, 
Sociology, Politics, History or Archaeology would find that a History IB qualification would 
aid them directly. Universities and employers see a qualification in History as the marker 
of a critical mind, something which every subject and professional career requires.  
 
Prerequisites:    SL = Grade C at IGCSE  / HL = Grade B at IGCSE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

20 

St. Julian’s School – Aim for the Best 2009/10 

Page 20 

 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
IN A GLOBAL SOCIETY (ITGS) HL/SL  
 
 
The Diploma Programme Information Technology in a Global Society (ITGS) course is 
the study and evaluation of the impact of information technology on individuals and 
society. It explores the advantages and disadvantages of the use of information systems 
at local and global level. ITGS provides a framework for the student to make informed 
judgments and decisions about the use of information technology within social contexts.  
 
ITGS aims to prepare you to meet the following challenges:  
 

1. Develop an understanding of the advantages and disadvantages of new technologies as 
methods of expanding our knowledge of the world at the local and global level. 

 
2. Promote an understanding of the social significance of information technology for 

individuals, communities and organizations. 
 

3. Analyse and evaluate the ethical considerations arising from the widespread use of 
information technology at the local and global level. 

 
4. Recognise that people can hold diverse opinions about the impact of information 

technology on individuals and societies. 
 

 
Assessment details - SL 
30% ¾  a practical ICT project set in a social context, along with a 2000-2500 word project 
report. 
 
25% ¾   paper 1 with short-answer questions (1 hour) 
 
45% ¾  paper 2 with structured essay questions (2 hours). 

 
 
Assessment details - HL 
20% ¾  3 portfolios and a portfolio extension (4000 words total). 
 

  20% ¾  paper 1, short answer questions (1 hour). 
 

35% ¾  paper 2, structured essay questions (2 hours). 
 
25% ¾  paper 3, based on a case study (1 hour) 
 
Prerequisites:  
There are no formal prerequisites for either level, however students who have studied 
ICT at IGCSE level will be at a significant advantage. 
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PHILOSOPHY (HL/SL)  
Philosophy deals with issues that are profound and important for humanity.  The IB 
philosophy programme explores the fundamental questions that people have asked since 
the beginning of time and confronts new problems arising with contemporary society. 
What is a human being? What should be the goal of human life? How do I know what is 
the right thing to do? What can we know and what are the limits of human knowledge? 
Are science and technology secure guides for human progress? Is genetic engineering 
right? Is the investment in sophisticated warfare a promise for peace? These questions 
are explored through an examination of themes and prescribed texts and the aims of the 
course is to develop an intellectually independent and creative way of thinking. The 
emphasis is very much on doing philosophy. Doing philosophy requires intellectual rigour, 
an open and critical mind, and a willingness to attempt to understand alternative views. 
 
Entering into a dialogue with great masters of thought such as Confucius, Socrates, 
Plato, Descartes, Kant, Nietzsche, Freud, among others, will help develop a way of 
thinking that draws on personal reflection and a knowledge of philosophical traditions.  
 
The international vocation of the IB philosophy programme has sought to integrate both 
the Western and the Eastern tradition of thought and, whenever appropriate, topics will 
include a reference to both approaches. 
 
Philosophy students at standard and higher level are presented with a common syllabus 
involving the study of a core theme, one optional theme at SL or two optional themes at 
HL and one prescribed text for both SL and HL.  The difference between SL and HL is 
one of breadth and not of the quality of philosophising. 
 
The assessment includes: 
·  two examination papers - Paper 1 (themes), Paper 2 (prescribed text) and a third 

paper at HL consisting of the analysis of an unseen text about philosophy as an 
activity. 

·  a guided course work consisting of a philosophical analysis of non-philosophical 
material. 

 
Prerequisites: 
A reasonable standard of English and enthusiasm for reading and reflection. 
 
Suggestions for an introductory bibliography: 
Alain de Botton, The consolations of philosophy. 
Jostein Gaarder, Sophie’s world. 
Thomas Nagel, What does it all mean? 
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GROUP 4   Experimental Science 
BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY, DESIGN TECHNOLOGY,  
ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS AND SOCIETIES, PHYSICS,  
SPORTS, EXERCISE AND HEALTH SCIENCE   
 
BIOLOGY (HL/SL)  
Both the higher and standard courses aim to help you understand current developments 
in the fast-moving field of biological sciences and their relevance to everyday life eg. 
genetic engineering, reproductive technology, health and disease. The courses include a 
wide range of topics covering the major areas of biology with a strong emphasis on 
human physiology and inheritance.  The higher level course covers more areas and  in 
greater depth than the standard level course.  There are also differences in the options.  
Practical work and problem solving are used extensively to help you understand the main 
concepts.  

 

Assessment: You will take external exams at the end of the course which provide 76% 
of your final grade.  The other 24% of your grade will be based on internal assessment of 
your practical and personal skills as revealed during your science investigations 
throughout the course. 
 

Higher Level:  this course is designed to be suitable for anyone with a strong interest in 
biology and to provide a good basis for those needing biology for their studies after 
leaving school.  The core (¾ of teaching time) is devoted to studying:  
a) Human health & physiology d) Plant science    g) Ecology 
b) Cell biology    e) The diversity of organisms  
c) The chemistry of life  f) Genetics  
  
Two options will also be studied, these are likely to be chosen from: 
(i) Further Human Physiology  
(ii) Neurobiology & Behaviour 
(iii) Ecology and Conservation 
   
Prerequisites:    IGCSE Double Award Science Grade BB.  
 

Standard Level:   this course is designed to be suitable for non-scientists who have a 
natural interest in biology.  The core (¾ of teaching time) is devoted to studying: 
a) Human Health & Physiology c) The Chemistry of Life  e) Ecology 
b) Cell Biology    d) Genetics 
  
Two options will also be studied, these are likely to be chosen from: 
(i) Human Nutrition and Health  
(ii) Neurobiology & Behaviour 
(iii) Physiology of Exercise 
 

Prerequisites:   IGCSE Double Award Science Grade CC.  
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CHEMISTRY (HL/SL)  
 
This new programme which was introduced in September 2007 for both Higher and 
Standard levels gives a sound understanding of the basic chemical concepts and is also 
concerned with the relevance of chemistry to every day life.  Much emphasis is put on 
practical investigations as an aid to the understanding of scientific method and the 
fundamentals of the subject. 
 
Higher Level:  this programme has two components 
Core:  covering the fundamental parts of physical, organic and inorganic chemistry.  It 
enables students to appreciate the interactivity of materials and physical properties, and 
assists in the understanding of biochemical processes. 
 
Options:   two of which are chosen from: analytical chemistry, human biochemistry, 
chemistry in industry and technology, medicine and drugs, environmental chemistry, food 
chemistry and further organic chemistry. 
 
Standard Level:   the new programme for this course is less demanding but just as 
stimulating as the one for higher chemistry.  The core programme revises and extends 
the main topics studied at IGCSE. 
 
Options:   two of which are chosen from the same as at higher level, but with a reduced 
content. 

 
Coursework (Higher and Standard Levels) 
24% of the course duration will be spent on practical work.  10 hours of this time will be 
spent on the Group 4 Project.  For this, chemistry students cooperate with students from 
the other scientific disciplines in planning, investigating and evaluating a practical 
topic/issue. 
 
Examinations  
At the end of the course there are three written papers.    
Total time: 3 hours (SL) and 4½  hours (HL) 
 
Prerequisites:   
Chemistry HL: IGCSE Double Award Science  Grade BB 

IGCSE Maths Grade B 
Chemistry SL: IGCSE Double Award Science  Grade CC 
 IGCSE Maths Grade C 
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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY ( HL/SL )  
The course enables the student to acquire knowledge and understanding in the field of 
Design Technology and also to develop appropriate skills and attitudes.  There is 
opportunity within the course to carry out problem solving investigations, practical work 
culminating in an assignment, and a Group 4 project. 
  
The intent is not solely the acquisition of knowledge about design and technology which 
may change or become out dated, but is about learning how to adapt to new experiences 
and approach problems with the appropriate skills and the relevant techniques to identify 
the important elements and crucially to develop the optimum solutions. 
 
Assessment specification        HL      SL 
• Paper 1 :    20%    20%   
•    Paper 2 :    24% 24%  
• Paper 3 :    20% 20%  
•    Int. assessment :  36% 36% 
   
Topics covered include: 
Common Core (HL/SL)  
- Design Process 
- Product Innovation 
- Green Design  
- Materials 
- Product Development 
- Product Design 
- Evaluation 

 
Additional HL topics include:  
- Energy 
- Structures 
- Mechanical Design 
- Advanced manufacturing techniques 
- Sustainable Development 

 
Option Topic:  
- Human Factors Design 
  

 
 

Prerequisites:  
 Open access but Design and Technology HL/SL : (I)GCSE in any DT course, IGCSE 
Double Award Science Grade CC (above Grade CC for HL) is desirable.  
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ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS AND SOCIETIES( SL )  
 
Note:  This is a transdisciplinary course (groups 3 and 4). 
 
The course aims to provide students with a coherent perspective on interrelationships 
between environmental systems and societies; one that enables them to adopt an 
informed personal response to the wide range of pressing environmental issues that they 
will inevitably come to face. Students’ attention will be constantly drawn to their own 
relationship with their environment and the significance of choices and decisions they 
make in their own lives. 
 
The programme comprises seven topics: 
 
Systems and Models 
The Ecosystem 
Human Population, Carrying Capacity and Resource Us e 
Conservation and Biodiversity 
Pollution Management  
The Issue of Global Warming  
Environmental Value Systems  
 
Assessment   
The course is assessed by a combination of 2 external examinations which are weighted 
80%, internal assessment consisting of practical/field work and a Group 4 project making 
up the remaining 20%. 
 
Prerequisites:  
IGCSE Double Award Science Grade CC 
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PHYSICS (HL/SL)  
 
Physics 
Physics is the most fundamental of the experimental sciences, as it seeks to explain the 
universe itself, from the very smallest particles-quarks, which may be truly fundamental - 
to the vast distances between galaxies. 
 
IB Physics is an academically challenging course that is fast paced and a significant step 
up from the IGCSE.  
 
The higher level course differs from the standard one more in terms of content that in 
terms of level of demand. That is to say the higher students cover more content at a 
slightly harder level. Currently the standard students attend 3 lessons a week and the 
higher students, 5. 
 
Coursework 
Experimental work is a significant part of the course, these practicals are carried out 
weekly and count for 25% of the final grade.  
 
Mathematics 
The mathematical aspect of the course is not too demanding for an SL or HL IB maths 
student. A good understanding of algebra, powers, and trigonometery should suffice with 
logs being used in some topics. 
 
Topics 
The topics studied are Measurement, Mechanics, Thermal physics, Oscillations and 
Waves, Electric Circuits, Fields and Forces, Nuclear physics, Climate Change, 
Astrophysics and Relativity. 
 
Prerequisites 
An IB physics student would be unlikely to succeed with less than a BB grade at IGCSE 
Double Award Science. 
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SPORTS, EXERCISE AND HEALTH SCIENCE  (SL)  
 
The course aims to introduce students to some of the scientific components that make up 
the study of Sport, Exercise and Health and it is divided into two parts. 
 
 
CORE (six compulsory topics) 
Anatomy, Exercise physiology, Movement analysis, Energy systems, Measurement and 
evaluation of human performance, Study of skill in sport. 
 
OPTIONS (two from four options) 
Optimising physiological performance. 
Psychology of sport 
Physical activity and health 
Nutrition for sport, exercise and health 
 
Assessment 
76% based on 3 external written examination papers. 
24% from internal assessment of practical investigations and the completion of a Group 4 
science workshop. 
 
Prerequisites 
GCSE  P.E. desirable 
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GROUP 5  Mathematics 
MATHEMATICS (HL/SL)   
and MATHEMATICAL STUDIES  

 
MATHEMATICS (HL)  
This course is designed for students with a good background and ability to meet the 
intellectual challenge desired by some students and to serve as a foundation for 
university courses in Mathematics, Physics, Engineering or Technology.  
Fluency in algebra, a top grade at IGCSE and a willingness to do mathematics everyday 
are important considerations when deciding upon this course as it is very demanding. 
�
Topics studied include : 

·  Matrices 
·  Statistics and probability 
·  Differential and integral calculus 
·  Complex numbers 
·  Vectors 
·  Further algebra 
·  Functions and equations 
·  Circular functions and trigonometry 

 
There are also options involving numerical analysis, further statistics, and group theory 
among others.  
 
 
Assessment Outline   
Three written papers (80%) plus a portfolio (20%) of problem-solving and modelling 
activities undertaken during the course.  
 

Prerequisites:    Grade A at IGCSE (A* is highly recommended) 
 
 
 
 
 

STANDARD LEVEL :   
Each of the two SL courses has been designed for a particular group of students and 
careful thought should be given before selecting one or the other. Consideration should 
be given to:  

1. their own ability and interest and the type of mathematics in which they can be 
successful; 

2. their other IB diploma commitments and the workload these will entail; 
3. their planned future study and its requirements, with respect to both subjects to be 

studied and to the individual college or university in the country of their choice. 
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MATHEMATICS ( SL )    
 
This course provides a background of mathematics and a reasonable level of technical 
ability, as a sound basis for further study in Physics, Chemistry, Economics, Geography 
and Business Studies.  
 
Mathematics Standard Level requires a large amount of background knowledge and 
includes the following topics: 

·  Functions and calculus 
·  Vectors and matrices 
·  Logarithms 
·  Circular functions and trigonometry 
·  Statistics and probability 
·  Further algebra 

 
Due to the demanding nature of this course students will be expected to attend four 
lessons plus a compulsory 'clinic' session each week. Students wishing to take this 
course should be confident in algebra and have studied IGCSE Mathematics (or 
equivalent) at Higher Level.  
 
Assessment Outline  
Two written papers (80%) plus a portfolio (20%) of problem-solving and modelling 
activities undertaken during the course. 
   
Prerequisites:   Grade B at IGCSE (Grade A is highly recommended) 
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MATHEMATICAL STUDIES (SL)  
This course is for students not requiring mathematics in their future studies. Although it 
concentrates on the application of basic skills to real life situations it shares many topics 
in common with Mathematics Standard and requires a degree of competency in 
mathematics to be successful. The final assessment involves two written papers (80%) 
and a piece of extended research work as a project (20%).  

 
Areas of study include: 

·  Number and algebra 
·  Sets, logic and probability 
·  Geometry and trigonometry 
·  Statistics 
·  Differential calculus 
·  Functions 
·  Financial mathematics 

 
Assessment Outline     
Two  written papers (80%) plus a project (20%) undertaken during the course. 

 
Prerequisites:    Grade C at IGCSE.     
 
FURTHER MATHEMATICS (SL)  
This course caters for students with a exceptional background in mathematics who have 
attained a high degree of competence in a range of analytical and technical skills, and 
who display considerable interest in the subject. Most of these students will intend to 
study mathematics at university, either as a subject in its own right or as a major 
component of a related subject. The course is designed specifically to allow students to 
learn about a variety of branches of mathematics in depth and also to appreciate practical 
applications. The course is an elective and is therefore taken as a Group 6 subject.  
 
Areas of study include: 

·  Statistics & probability 
·  Sets, relations & groups 
·  Series & differential equations 
·  Discrete mathematics 

 
Assessment Outline     
Two  written papers. 

 
Prerequisites:    Students must also be taking Mathematics (HL) 
 
CALCULATOR REQUIREMENTS 
The use of graphical display calculators is mandatory  for all IB mathematics courses and 
as such students are expected to own and use a graphical display calculator throughout 
the course. The department expects students to purchase the Texas TI84 Plus, TI84 
Silver edition or TI-Nspire calculators. 
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GROUP 6   The Arts (Electives) 
COMPUTER SCIENCE (HL/SL),  MUSIC ( HL/SL ),  
THEATRE ARTS (HL/SL), VISUAL ARTS (HL/SL)  
 
Please note that Computer Science is now a group 5 subject, but retains its status as an 

elective. 
 

COMPUTER SCIENCE (HL/SL)  
 
Aims of the Course:  Computer Science focuses on the solving of problems using 
computers. The course teaches students to design and produce their own software using 
the Java�  programming language in order to solve a range of practical problems. In 
addition, students are expected to gain a detailed understanding of how computers 
operate and how they can be applied effectively in real-world situations. 
 
At both levels, Computer Science provides an excellent foundation for students who wish 
to become empowered and discerning computer users in their academic studies and 
professional lives. The HL course is particularly suitable for those who intend to study 
computing-related courses at University (programmers, analysts, electronic engineers 
etc). 
 
Course Content: The course follows three broad topics: 

·  Software Development - Including systems analysis, software design and 
programming in the Java�  programming language. 

·  Computer Systems Fundamentals – How and why computers and computer 
systems do what they do. 

·  Computing and Society – Designing systems that meet the needs of the people 
who have to use them and live with them.  

 
At Higher Level, all three topics are considerably extended in depth and detail of study. 
 
Assessment: 35% of the overall marks are awarded for the Program Dossier. This is a 
fully documented, programmed solution to a practical problem. Two examination papers 
account for the remaining 65% of the marks. 
 
Prerequisites: Students taking the course should have gained a good grade in 
Mathematics at IGCSE. Students who have taken IGCSE ICT or equivalent will be at an 
advantage. 
 
At either level you will need to be the sort of person who enjoys logical problem-solving 
activities, who can work well under pressure and who is interested in learning why and 
how computer systems work. 
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MUSIC (HL/SL) 
This is a very broad and largely practical course enabling students to develop their 
creative, performance, critical and analytical skills within a range of musical styles.  The 
syllabus gives students the chance to focus on their own interests and experience, and to 
develop their own style in performance and composition.  Students are expected to 
approach the course with enthusiasm and energy and a genuine desire to develop their 
own musicality.  Therefore, participation in any form of music making is strongly 
encouraged, and involvement in musical groups outside of the normal timetable, whether 
in or out of school, is expected. 
 
The Course  
For both higher and standard levels, 50% of the assessment comprises  
Musical Perception and Analysis .  This involves the following:    
·  A comparative study of two prescribed works. 
·  Study of musical genres and styles.  This includes Western classical music, world 

music and popular styles. 
·  An independent Musical Investigation, chosen and researched by the student, 

comparing two distinct genres. 
 
In addition, for Higher Level: 
 
Composition (25%)  
Three contrasting compositions must be submitted.  Students may choose from a wide 
range of media, including traditional or electric instruments, voices, electronically or 
computer generated sounds etc.  The compositions can be in any style. 
 
Performance (25%)  
Solo performance of approximately 20 minutes from one or more recitals on any 
instrument, including voice.  Any style or musical genre is permitted. 
 
for Standard Level: 
either 
 
Composition (50%)  
Two contrasting compositions must be submitted.  Students may choose from a wide 
range of media, including traditional or electric instruments, voices, electronically or 
computer generated sounds etc.  The compositions can be in any style. 
Or      
Performance (50%)  
Solo performance of approximately 15 minutes from one or more recitals on any 
instrument, including voice.  Any style or musical genre is permitted. 
 
For the performance option, individual instrumental tuition is strongly recommended, and 
all students should have at least a basic knowledge of musical notation. 
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THEATRE ARTS (HL/SL)  

 
The aims of the programme in Theatre Arts  are to help students understand the nature 
of the theatre; to understand it by making it as well as by studying it; to understand it not 
only with their minds but with their senses, their bodies and their emotions; to understand 
the forms it takes in cultures other than their own; and through this understanding better 
to understand themselves, their society and their world.  
 
The HL and SL student will be expected to: 
 

·  demonstrate theoretical and practical knowledge of theatrical traditions and/or 
practices from more than one culture 

·  demonstrate an understanding of production elements and theatre practices 
evaluate critically a range of diverse performances 

·  engage practically in creating and presenting performances, which will include a basic 
level of technical proficiency 

·  reflect on their own development in theatre through continual self-evaluation and 
recording 

·  acquire appropriate research skills and apply them 
·  demonstrate an ability to interpret play texts and other types of performance texts 

analytically and imaginatively 
·  demonstrate initiative and perseverance in both individual and group projects 
 
 
In addition, Students at HL will be expected to: 
 

·  evaluate the relevance of selected research sources to personal practice 
·  demonstrate an understanding of the complex processes of performance, from its 

initial conception to the impact the final result leaves on the spectator 
 
Higher Level 
The theatre course at HL consists of four interdependent components: theatre in the 
making, theatre in performance, theatre in the world and either option A or option B for 
the independent project. Each component builds on the knowledge and skills gained in 
the others.  
 
Standard Level 
The SL student will follow the same components as outlined above for the HL student. 
The SL student will also complete an independent project.  
 
Both HL and SL students will keep a journal as a means of recording personal growth in 
theatre.  
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Theatre in the making  
The focus of theatre in the Making is on the process of theatre making rather than the 
presentation of theatre. It encompasses the acquisition and development of all skills 
required to create, present and observe theatre. It is exploratory in nature. 
 
Theatre in performance  
The focus of theatre in performance is on the application of skills developed in theatre in 
the making. This involves students in the various aspects of presenting theatre, where 
their practical skills can be applied in different roles(as performers or part of a production 
team), while also building upon the knowledge they have acquired in these areas. 
 
Theatre in the world  
The focus of theatre in the world is on a practical and theoretical exploration of a range of 
theatre traditions and cultural practices around the world. It allows students to explore the 
origins and traditions of a variety of theatre conventions and practices from diverse 
cultural and historical contexts. 
 
Independent project (HL only) 
Students at SL are required to pursue an independent interest in theatre, which may have 
arisen from their studies within the course. 
 

ASSESSMENT:  50% of the course will be externally a ssessd. 50% will be 
internally assessed and internally moderated. 

 
Assessment tasks consist of the following: 
 
Higher Level 
1. A Research Investigation of 2,000-2,500 words 
2. A Practical Performance Proposal consisting of a proposal of 250 words with 

supporting visual materials and a report of 1,000-1,250 words 
3. Theatre Performance and Production Presentation consisting of an oral presentation 

lasting 30 minutes accompanied by 7-10 images 
4. Independent project portfolio students are required to produce a portfolio of 3,000 

words on their independent project and its connection to their experiences in the core 
syllabus 

 
Standard Level 

1. A Research Investigation of 1,500-1,750 words 
2. A Practical Performance Proposal consisting of a 250 words with supporting visual 

materials 
3. Theatre Performance and Production Presentation consisting of an oral 

presentation lasting 20 minutes accompanied by 5-7 visual images 
4. Independent project portfolio students are required to produce a portfolio of 2,000 

words on their independent project and its connection to their experiences in the 
core syllabus  
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Visual Art (HL/SL)  
The IB Visual Arts Programme provides structured learning opportunities for analyzing 
the aesthetic qualities of visual arts, the relationship between form and meaning and the 
cultural functions of visual art.  The programme aims to provide students with 
opportunities to broaden and develop their imaginative and creative thinking and 
expression while stimulating and training their visual awareness, perception and critical 
appreciation of the Visual Arts. The IB Visual Arts programme encourages the pursuit of 
quality through training, experimentation and purposeful, creative work within a lively 
studio atmosphere and culminates in a final exhibition. 
 
Coursework  
The first two terms of the two-year course consists of a series of set projects, which lead 
to the production of a final artwork accompanied by an investigation workbook presented 
for critique. Research workbooks (highly personal working journals that document the 
students’ visual, critical and contextual analysis of the themes and concepts under 
consideration) are used as means to develop and support the final artworks. Unlike the 
first two terms, which provides more structured opportunities for learning, the remainder 
of the course offers an open syllabus in which the students set their own goals and 
deadlines and organize projects based on their own personal interests in order to develop 
a cohesive body of work.  Assisted by the teacher, they are encouraged to explore new 
areas.  
Students are also expected to submit a critical review of an exhibition, musical 
performance, play, opera or other cultural event twice per term.  Organized visits to 
museums and art exhibitions in both galleries and artist's studios also form an integral 
part of this course. Such visits and reviews aim to broaden the students' understanding 
and to provide opportunities for the development of means by which to interpret and 
comment critically on the human condition. 
 
Assessment for Higher Level students is based on both Studio Work  (worth 60% of 
their final grade) and Research (worth 40% of their final grade). The focus is on studio 
work and its development, primarily through visual research recorded in research 
workbooks. Standard Level  students may be assessed on either SLA:  Studio Work  
(60%) and Research Workbooks  (40%) or SLB: Research Workbooks  (60%) and 
Studio Work  (40%). 
 
Prerequisites  
Higher Level :  Grade C at GCSE level is recommended. However other cases will be 
considered based on strength of portfolio work and interview. 
Standard Level :  Open access, although a high degree of interest and commitment is 
required. 
 
Due to the highly practical nature of the subject, students must be prepared for IB Visual 
Arts to be time-consuming.  However, working in a rich and stimulating studio 
environment can be a wonderfully satisfying personal experience. 
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Year 11 Timetable of Events  

 
 
 
 
 
 
12th – 16th January 2009 Trial examinations 
 
26th January 2009  Trial exam grade sheets to parents 
 
29th January 2009  Y11 Parents’ Evening 
 
12th February 2009  IB Information Evening   
       
20th  February 2009 Deadline for handing in IB Pre-Registration forms 

 
28th February 2009  IB Subject Option forms available 
 
9th March 2009  Deadline for handing in Subject Option forms 
 
30th April 2009  Last teaching day for Y11    
 
March/April 2009 Interviews as necessary by Secondary Principal / Director of 

Development (10 – 13) followed by an offer/reply of application
  

11th May 2009 First day of (I)GCSE examinations 
 
12th June 2009 Last day of (I)GCSE examinations 
 
27th  August 2009 Release of (I)GCSE results in school (10 am – 12 noon) 
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WHO TO CONTACT? 
 
General Advice: Mr N Connolly, Secondary School Principal/Deputy Head 
    Mrs Z Pereira, IB Coordinator 
    Mr G Palmer, Curriculum Development Director Y10 -13 
    Year 11 tutors:  Mr O Hartwright, Mrs N Lobato,  

Mr B Rodgers, Mr D A Smith 
 
Careers Advice:  Mrs C Sousa e Sá, Mrs Z Pereira, Mrs G Daud 
 
IB Registration, UK University application  Mrs Z Pereira 
Oxbridge entrance, USA University application    Mrs C Sousa e Sá 
Portuguese University application     Mrs A I Vasconcellos 
IB Diploma application and subject menu   Mr Palmer 
 
 
Subject Area Directors: 
Mathematics     Ms V Hopkins 
English     Mrs N Lobato 
Portuguese     Mrs I Marques-Taylor 
      Ms Ana Lúcia Guerreiro 
French and other Foreign Languages Mme J Prevotat 
History     Mr J Burke 
Geography     Mr S Mount 
Business and Management/Economics Mr B Rodgers 
ITGS      Mr M Brooke  
Philosophy     Mrs A Gama e Silva 
Biology     Mrs E Tavares 
Chemistry     Mr D Almond 
Design Technology    Mr D Pendlebury 
Environmental Systems and Societies Mrs C Pinto 
Physics     Mr G Atkinson 
Computer Science    Mr M Brooke 
Visual Arts     Ms S Dore 
Music      Mrs J Correia 
Theatre Arts     Mr I Johnston 
Sports, Exercise and Health Science Mr R Dunn 
TOK      Ms A Melvin 
CAS      Mr S Mount 

 
 
 

www.stjulians.com 
www.ibo.org 
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NOTES 
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